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By David Pryce-Jones April 13, 2010 4:07 PM
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Independent was Sikorski, a strong personality and representative of the national

spirit of independence. That spring, the Germans had discovered the

genocidal massacre of Katyn, and they naturally tried to exploit it to
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drive a wedge between the Western Allies and Stalin. When
Sikorski’s plane then crashed taking off from Gibraltar, conspiracy
theories at once bloomed. It suited the propaganda of both Goebbels
and Stalin to accuse Churchill and the British of sabotaging the
plane. Inquiry showed that the controls had jammed, and the pilot in
fact survived to testify that it was a genuine accident. Nobody stands
to gain from these latest deaths but conspiracy theories are already
in the air again. What is clear is that Poland’s sad past still carries
into the present.
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